Summer Reading 2017 - 12th Grade British Literature
The teachers of West Shore Christian Academy believe it is important for students to continue to work on
acquiring, maintaining and improving reading and analysis skills through the summer months as well as
appreciating literature and reading for personal enjoyment. To that end, the teachers in the English department
have put together the following list of required titles for grade 12. Students are to complete the assigned reading
and the essay assignment that corresponds to their class. due the first Monday class of school. There will also
be a short answer test the first Friday of school.
Non-honors - choose ONE BOOK from the list below
Honors - Choose TWO BOOKS from the list below
1984 by George Orwell
The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams
Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad
A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens
Dracula by Bram Stoker
Ivanhoe by Walter Scott
The Time Machine by H.G. Wells
The Invisible Man by H.G. Wells
War Horse by Michael Morpurgo
The Remains of the Days by Kazuo Ishiguro
Murder on the Links by Agatha Christie
Regeneration by Pat Barker
Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis
Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime by Mark Haddon

Summer Reading Assignment
Choose one of the following writing prompts below. When you are finished reading the book(s), write an essay
that meets the following guidelines:
● 1200 words minimum
● Times New Roman
● Size 12 font
● 1 inch margins
● Double spaced
● Must include: introduction, body, conclusion, thesis statement, 5 quotes from the novel(s)
(*Honors students* - You are still only writing one essay. Choose one prompt below and incorporate both
novels into the essay)
Prompts:
1. One of the most revealing types of conflict occurs when a character’s inner struggles are resolved at
great personal price. Often, the character learns a lesson, but too late to help himself or another
character. Explain how, in the work that you read, a character struggles but fails to learn a lesson in
time, and thus, serves as an example for the reader. In your essay, focus on the conflict within the
character. Be sure to include the price paid as part of the resolution and the lesson to be learned.
2. Often in literary works, authors choose a physical object which takes on a special significance in the
work and becomes a symbol of something beyond itself. Show how, in the work that you read, the
author uses a symbol to convey an important meaning. In your essay, focus on the symbol and what it
symbolizes. Be sure to discuss how the author uses it to convey a message to readers. You may choose
three important symbols from the novel, or you may choose to elaborate on one symbol in all three body
paragraphs.
3. Authors often use descriptive details to develop a setting for several purposes. In an essay, explain how
the setting of your book related to events from the plot, related to characters, or built suspense. You
may write one body paragraph about each aspect of setting, or you may chose to elaborate on one
particular aspect (plot, character, suspense) in all three body paragraphs.
4. What is the theme of the novel? In your introduction, state the theme of the novel. In your thesis, explain
how the theme is developed. In your body paragraphs, give specific examples of scenes from the novel
in which the author developed the theme.

